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overboard if he did not at least give the assurance that he
would within a definite time enter on negotiations con-
cerning a customs union, a matter with which the Em-
peror was principally occupied. I had no scruples against
such a pactum de contrahendo because I was convinced that
it would be unable to haggle me into any concessions that
went beyond the bounds of what seemed to me possible,
and because the political side of the question stood in the
forefront. I regarded a customs union as an impracticable
Utopia on account of the differences in the economic and
administrative conditions of both parties. The commod-
ities which formed the financial basis of the customs
union in the north do not come into use at all in the
greater part of Austro-Hungarian territory. The difficul-
ties which the differences in habits of life and in con-
sumption between North and South Germany, brought
about even now within the Zollverein, would be insur-
mountable, if both districts were to be included in the
same customs-boundary with the eastern provinces of Aus-
tria-Hungary. A fairer scale of distribution, or one more
corresponding with the existing consumption of dutiable
goods, could not be arrived at; every scale would be either
unfair to the Zollverein, or unacceptable to public opinion
in Austria-Hungary. There is no common measure of
taxation for the Slovack or Galician with his few wants on
the one side, and on the other for the inhabitant of the
Rhenish provinces and of Lower Saxony. Besides, I did
not believe in the trustworthiness of the service on a great
part of the Austrian frontier.

Convinced of the impossibility of a customs union, I
had no hesitation in doing Count Rechberg the desired
service in order to keep him in his post. When I set out
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